
7th Asia Economic Forum
Profile of Chairs and Speakers

Chairman
H.E. Dr. Haruhisa Handa,  Advisor to the Prime Minister of the Kingdom of Cambodia; Advisor to the Royal Government of Cambodia; Founder and Chairman, Asia Economic Forum; Chancellor, The University of Cambodia; President and Founder, International Foundation for Arts and Culture
	
H.E. Dr. Hauruhisa Handa is a highly praised business man, a respected philanthropist, a successful author, a musician, poet, painter, dancer, and even a motivational speaker. He received his B.A. in Economics at Doshisha University and later received an M.A. in Vocal Music from Musashino Academia Musicae. H.E. Dr. Handa went on to acquire an M.A. in Creative Arts from Edith Cowan University in Australia, which also later awarded him an honorary doctorate. H.E. Dr. Handa has served as guest lecturer at numerous esteemed universities around the world, sharing his extensive experience and knowledge. He is even an ordained Zen Buddhist priest in the Rinzai tradition. Currently, he operates several overseas companies, serves as Vice-Chairman of the International Shinto Foundation, the President and Founder of the International Foundation for Arts and Culture, the Vice-Chairman of the Sihanouk Hospital, an Advisor to the Prime Minister of the Kingdom of Cambodia, a Chancellor to the University of Cambodia, and the Founder and Chairman of the Asia Economic Forum (AEF).

Vice-Chairman
H.E. Dr. Kao Kim Hourn, Advisor to the Prime Minister of the Kingdom of Cambodia; Member, Supreme National Economic Council; Secretary of State, Ministry of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation; Vice-Chairman of AEF; President, The University of Cambodia

H.E. Dr. Kao Kim Hourn’s life has been very interesting and his path to success has been fraught with obstacles. At the age of 16, H.E. Dr. Kao began high school, with little schooling and no English language skills, yet graduated in only 3 years. He went on to receive his bachelor’s degree in Asian Studies from Baylor University. Following this, he received two master’s degrees from Ohio University in Political Science and International Affairs. Upon graduation, H.E. Dr. Kao spent time giving back to his home country, helping found various Cambodian think-tanks. He later went back to school at the University of Hawaii and earned his doctorate in Political Science. Since earning his Ph.D., H.E. Dr. Kao has helped found the University of Cambodia and currently serves as its President. He has been involved in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation of the Kingdom of Cambodia, and holds the rank of Secretary of State. Recently, H.E. Dr. Kao has become involved in development and negotiations of the ASEAN Charter with regard to the Asia Europe Meeting (ASEM).

 (In alphabetical order)

Dr. Faisal Ahmed, Resident Representative, International Monetary Fund, Phnom Penh, Kingdom of Cambodia

Dr. Faisal Ahmed has many years of experience in economics, working in numerous departments in the IMF on economies around the world. Before joining the IMF, Dr. Ahmed taught macroeconomics and international economics at the University of Minnesota. He was also an External Research Economist for the Central Bank of Turkey and an actuary for a global insurance company. He joined the IMF through the Economist Program and has worked in numerous departments including the Monetary and Capital Markets Department, and the Strategy, Policy and Review Department. There, Dr. Ahmed has worked on economies in Africa, Asia, the Caribbean, the Middle East, and Europe. He has also worked as part of the core team for the IMF’s vulnerability exercise covering 50 emerging market countries. He earned a Ph.D. and M.A. in Economics from the University of Minnesota and an M.Fin. from Princeton University.

H.E. Mr. Hisham Badr, Ambassador, Permanent Representative, Permanent Mission of the Arab Republic of Egypt to the United Nations Office and specialized institutions in Geneva

H.E. Mr. Hisham Badr has worked around the world in many diplomatic postings while also teaching and sharing his experience and knowledge with university students at The American University of Cairo (AUC). His career began as he served as Second Secretary at the Embassy of Egypt in Tokyo and eventually the Deputy Director of the Cabinet of the Foreign Minister in Washington. His experience helped him quickly ascend to the role of Chief of Staff of the Cabinet of the Secretary-General of the League of Arab States. Before taking on his current post as the Egyptian Ambassador to Geneva and the permanent representative of Egypt to the United Nations, H.E. Mr. Badr was the Assistant Minister for Foreign Affairs of Egypt and Director of the Diplomatic Personnel Department. He holds an MA in International Relations from AUC and an MA in Political Science from Oxford University. 

H.E. Bounkeut Sangsomsak, Vice Minister of Foreign Affairs, Vientiane, Lao People’s Democratic Republic
	
H.E. Mr. Bounkeut Sangsomsak has held many important positions and responsibilities throughout his career. His political career first took him international when he was stationed in New York, USA as the Second Secretary to the Lao Permanent Mission to the United Nations for four years. Eventually, H.E. Mr. Sangsomsak moved back to his home country and took the position of Director-General of the Department of Political Affairs in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. He later went back to a diplomatic role and moved around as the Lao Ambassador for the next eight years. Before becoming the Vice Minister of Foreign Affairs, H.E. Mr. Sangsomsak was the Vice Chairman of the Commissions on Foreign Relations of the National Assembly. H.E. Mr. Sangsomsak attended the International Institute of Public Administration in Paris, France and The Faculty of Law, University of Sorbonne, in Paris, France.

Dr. Mely Caballero-Anthony, Director of External Relations, ASEAN Secretariat, Jakarta, Republic of Indonesia

Dr. Mely Caballero-Anthony is an accomplished professor, politician, researcher, and author. Her areas of expertise are broad and include regionalism and regional security in Asia-Pacific, comparative politics and international relations in Southeast Asia, and human security. Before beginning her current position as Director of External Relations, Dr. Caballero-Anthony was the Secretary-General of the Consortium on Non-Traditional Security Studies in Asia. She was also the Head of the S. Rajaratnam School of International Studies in Singapore where she held the title of Associate Professor. Dr. Caballero-Anthony is on the editorial board of The Pacific Review and the Global Responsibility to Protect journals. She is currently the Director of External Relations at the ASEAN Secretariat in Jakarta. She received an MA in International Relations from the Australian National University and a Ph.D. from the University of Hong Kong.

Dr. Paul Chambers, Director of Research, South East Asian Institute of Global Studies, Payap University, Chiang Mai, Kingdom of Thailand	

Dr. Paul Chambers is a respected professor, academic, and researcher whose publications have appeared in various East Asian and Southeast Asian journals. He began his career as a U.S. Peace Corps Volunteer in Thailand’s rural northeast. Eventually, Dr. Chambers became a Visiting Assistant Professor of political science at the University of Oklahoma before moving back to Thailand as a Lecturer at Chiang Mai University teaching political science. He is currently the Director of Research at the South East Asian Institute of Global Studies. Dr. Chambers holds a MA in International Affairs and a MA in Political Science, both from Ohio University, and a Ph.D. in Political Science from Northern Illinois University. 

Mr. Etienne Clément, Deputy Director, UNESCO Asia-Pacific Regional Bureau for Education, Bangkok, Kingdom of Thailand

Mr. Etienne Clément began his career as a Junior Lecturer in law at many different universities throughout Belgium. He eventually joined UNESCO as an Associate Expert before moving to the Headquarters as a Programme Specialist in the International Standards Section of the Division of Cultural Heritage. There, he helped develop international standards on cultural heritage protection and helped Member States design national legislation. Eventually, Mr. Clément became the Head of the UNESCO Office in Phnom Penh. He moved back to the Headquarters as the Deputy Director of the Bureau of Field Coordination before taking his current post as Deputy Director of UNESCO Regional Bureau for Education. He lectures at the University of Lille on issues of development and international law. Mr. Clément holds a Juris Doctor in law, with a specialization (LL.M) in Public Law, an Aggregation in Law, and a further specialization (LL.M) in International Law from the Université Libre de Bruxelles, Belgium.

Professor Ralph Cossa, President, Pacific Forum Center for Strategic and International Studies, Honolulu, Hawaii, USA
	
Professor Ralph Cossa has over 30 years of experience with U.S. security policy in Asia. He is the Senior Editor of the quarterly journal of the Pacific Forum CSIS. He has served in the U.S. Air Force as a colonel. Following this posting, Mr. Cossa went on to become a Special Assistant to the Commander in Chief of the U.S. Pacific Command. During his experience in U.S. security, Mr. Cossa served as Deputy Director for strategic studies at the National Defense University’s Institute for National Strategic Studies and National Security Affairs Fellow of the Hoover Institution. Mr. Cossa is also a regular columnist for the Japan Times and Korea Times as well as a contributor to the International Herald Tribune. He received an MBA in Management from Pepperdine University, and an MS in Strategic Studies from the Defense Intelligence College.

Dr. Greg Emery, Director, Global Leadership Center, Ohio University, Athens, Ohio, USA 

Dr. Greg Emery is a respected academic leader within his community of Athens, Ohio as well as throughout the world. As Director of the Global Leadership Center at Ohio University, he has turned the center into an internationally recognized, award-winning program. Under his leadership, the program has been awarded the Ohio Governor’s Excellence in Exporting Award and an Andrew Heiskell Award for Innovation in International Education by the Institution of International Education. Dr. Emery has served as an Education Advisor at the U.S. Embassy in Malaysia and supervised projects for European embassies in Washington D.C. as well as for U.S. embassies and commercial services in Asia and Europe. Dr. Emery presently holds Fulbright Senior Specialist Status in Business Administration and Leadership. Dr. Emery holds a MBA in finance and a Ph.D. in Philosophy of Religion with a focus on German hermeneutics and Existentialism. 

Dr. Gordian Gaeta, Consultant Partner and Member of the Investment Committee, Leopard Capital, Phnom Penh, Kingdom of Cambodia

Dr. Gordian Gaeta is one of Asia’s leading banking consultants and risk control experts. He has advised or served close to half of the top 100 banks worldwide. Previously an academic and banker in several countries, Dr. Gaeta started his consulting career with Booz Allen & Hamilton in London. He then moved to Hong Kong to become the Strategy Advisor to Standard Chartered Bank. In 1991 Dr. Gaeta became Managing Partner for Booz Allen & Hamilton for financial services across Asia. Dr. Gaeta has since been an active Private Equity Investor and a Director or Advisor to a range of entrepreneurial companies. He continues to advise financial service groups at the Board or CEO level, and also undertakes corporate restructurings. Dr Gaeta has published around 20 articles on financial services as well as several books. He serves as a Guest Lecturer at several universities. Dr. Gaeta received PhD and LL.M degrees from the University of Vienna.

H.E. Dr. Hang Chuon Naron, Secretary of State, Ministry of Economy and Finance; Vice Chairman, Supreme National Economic Council, Phnom Penh, Kingdom of Cambodia

H.E. Dr. Hang Chuon Naron began his political career as an Attaché at the Cambodian Embassy in Moscow, USSR in 1988. He then served as a part-time Consultant for the Australian Permanent Mission in Phnom Penh before going on to become the Senior Research Officer at the Australian Embassy in Phnom Penh. H.E. Dr. Hang eventually took on positions as Economic Assistant to the Prime Minister and First Deputy Director of the Budget and Financial Affairs Department, among others. He was quickly promoted to Deputy Secretary General at the Ministry of Economy and Finance as well as Secretary General to the Supreme National Economic Council. He currently serves as Secretary of State for the Ministry of Economy and Finance. H.E. Dr. Hang received a MA and Ph.D. in International Economics, from Moscow State Institute for International Relations, Russia.

Lok Chumteav Dr. Ing Kanthaphavy, Minister of Women’s Affairs, Royal Government of Cambodia, Phnom Penh, Kingdom of Cambodia

Throughout her career, LCT Dr. Ing Kanthaphavy has been an active contributor to numerous workshops regarding gender, health concerns, and women’s empowerment. Before entering the political realm, LCT Dr. Ing was a private Medical Doctor in France. She gained leadership experience as the Deputy Secretary General in a respected Medical NGO, Association des Medecins Cambodgiens. She went on to work as a Technical Advisor to the Ministry of Rural Development in Cambodia where she initiated many community health and development programs. She was appointed the Minister of Women’s Affairs in 2004. A year later, LCT Dr. Ing was appointed Deputy High Commissioner for the Supreme Council for State Reform. She holds a Brevet in Public Administration from the Ecole Nationale d’Administration, Paris. LCT Dr. Ing brings considerable experience on gender, economic development and health issues to the Forum.

Mr. Putu M. Kamayana, Country Director, Cambodia Resident Mission, Asian Development Bank, Phnom Penh, Kingdom of Cambodia

Mr. Putu M. Kamayana has over 15 years of experience with the Asian Development Bank (ADB) and can speak on a number of issues due to his background in development and in the private sector. Before working with the ADB, Mr. Kamayana spent seven years in the private sector in Indonesia and throughout the United States. He also worked with the United Nations Development Program for nearly ten years in Asia and the United States. His previous posts within the ADB include Deputy Country Director and Principal Country Specialist  for Vietnam, as well as the Senior Country Specialist at East and Central Asia Department, ADB headquarters. Mr. Kamayana holds a MBA and bachelor degree in Architecture and Building Sciences. 


[image: 38]Associate Professor Katherine Marshall, Visiting Associate Professor, Georgetown University School of Foreign Service; Distinguished Visiting Professor, University of Cambodia; Former Counselor, The World Bank, Washington DC, USA

Professor Katherine Marshall has over 30 years of experience on international development. She has had an extensive career working with the World Bank, which began in 1971. Some of the many issues she has addressed, as a manager in the World Bank, have been leadership, conflict resolution, and the role of women. In addition to working in the World Bank for a number of years, Ms. Marshall has been instrumental in the creation and development of the World Faiths Development Dialogue – for which she serves as the Executive Director. She also serves on boards of numerous international NGOs and advisory groups. Presently, Ms. Marshall is a Senior Fellow at Georgetown’s Berkley Center for Religion, Peace and World Affairs, as well as a Visiting Professor in its School of Foreign Service. She graduated from Princeton University in 1969 with a MPA and in 1970 with a MA in History. In 2006, Katherine Marshall received an Honorary Doctorate from the University of Cambodia. 

[image: moeller]H.E. Ambassador Joergen Moeller, Senior Visiting Fellow at the Institute of Southeast Asian Studies (ISEAS); Former Danish Ambassador to the Republic of Singapore; Adjunct Professor, Copenhagen Business School

H.E. Ambassador Joergen Moeller joined the Royal Danish Ministry for Foreign Affairs over 40 years ago and is an expert on European Community issues. He has held many titles and is an active author, having had 27 books published. His career began to take off when he was promoted to Private Secretary to the Minister of Foreign Economic Affiars after joining the MFA. H.E. Ambassador Moeller then served a post as the Permanent Under-Secretary of State for Foreign Economic Affairs. It was this posting that led him to become the State Secretary, Ambassador in the MFA. After his government postings, H.E. Ambassador Moeller spent time in the Foreign Service as Ambassador of Denmark to five different countries in the span of 8 years. Today, H.E. Ambassador Moeller is a Visiting Senior Research Fellow at ISEAS in Singapore. He received a MA in Economics from the University of Copenhagen.

H.E. Dr. Mok Mareth, Senior Minister and Minister of Environment, Royal Government of Cambodia, Phnom Penh, Kingdom of Cambodia

H.E. Dr. Mok Mareth is a well educated politician and scientist who heads Cambodia’s Ministry of the Environment. He began as a Biological Researcher at ORSTROM in France in 1976. After three years at this post, H.E. Dr. Mareth moved back to Phnom Penh to take on the position of Vice President and then later President of the Phnom Penh Party Committee. Eventually he was promoted to Vice Governor of Phnom Penh before his political career took him back to his biological interests. In 1989, H.E. Dr. Mareth took over the position of Deputy Minister of Agriculture for Cambodia. Upon completion of this post, he began the position he still holds today as the Minister of the Ministry of Environment. Within ten years, H.E. Dr. Mareth was also elected a Member of Parliament for Takeo province and was named a Senior Minister in the Cambodian Government. H.E. Dr. Mareth earned his Ph.D. in Animal and Aquatic Biology, from Paul Sabatier University, Toulouse, France.

	
[image: J:\DCIM\101MSDCF\DSC09681.JPG]Tan Sri Dr. Mohamed Munir bin Abdul Majid, Former Chairman of Malaysia Airlines and Head of Southeast Asia Program at the Centre for International Affairs, Diplomacy and Grand Strategy (IDEAS), London School of Economics and Political Science, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia

Tan Sri Dr. Munir has had a successful career in business and economics while helping to develop a number of companies in his time. Tan Sri Dr. Munir’s career took off when he became CEO of a small merchant bank, which he transformed into Commerce International Merchant Bankers, one of Malaysia’s leading merchant banks. His success in this endeavor led to an invitation to become the founding Executive Chairman of the Securities Commission in Malaysia. Tan Sri Dr. Munir was eventually appointed the Chairman of Bank Muamalat Malaysia Berhad. Today, he remains Chairman of the Bank Muammalat Malaysia Berhad. In 2005,  he became an Honorary Fellow at the London School of Economics (LSE) and Political Science before being named Senior Visiting Fellow at LSE Centre for the Study of International Affairs. There, he heads the Southeast Asia International Affairs Programme. Tan Sri Dr. Munir is also the founding President of the Kuala Lumpur Business Club and holds a Ph.D. in International Relations from LSE. 

[image: ]Dr. Juro Nakagawa, Special Advisor to Japan Promotion Center for Advanced Technology (JPAT); President of Japan Business Intelligence Society; Former Professor of Tokyo Keizai University, Ibaraki, Japan

Dr. Juro Nakagawa has extensive experience as a researcher, a professor, and a leader in respected corporations throughout the world. At a young age, he was appointed the Vice President in charge of development at the New York Headquarters of Nichimen America, Inc. Following this posting, Dr. Nakagawa moved into academia as an Associate Professor in the Faculty of Commerce at Aichi Gakuin University, where he was later appointed Professor. His experience led him to be appointed as Professor of the Faculty of Business Administration at Tokyo Keizai University and Professor of the Graduate School at Tokyo Keizai University. Dr. Nakagawa was appointed Adjunct Professor at Nihon University College of International Relations before taking on his current posts as Special Advisor to Japan Promotion Center for Advanced Technology and President of Japan Business Intelligence Society. He received his education in the Faculty of Foreign Language at Tokyo University of Foreign Studies University.

[image: principal-o'shea2]Professor Sir Timothy O'Shea, Principal and Vice-Chancellor of the University of Edinburgh, Edinburgh, Scotland

Sir Timothy O’Shea has been an active contributor to higher education while working in numerous key positions throughout Europe and the U.S. He has published 10 books, over 100 journal articles, and 22 television programs on the subjects of computer-based learning, mathematics education, and artificial intelligence. When his career began, Dr. O’shea worked as a researcher in various US and European universities. He went on to found the Computers and Learning Research Group at the Open University. There, Dr. O’Shea would eventually be promoted to Pro-Vice-Chancellor in 1993. In 1997, he moved on to become the Provost of Gresham College, the Master of Birkbeck, and Pro-Vice-Chancellor of the University of London. He then returned to Edinburgh to take on his current appointment. Dr. O’Shea received a Ph.D. in Computer Based Learning from Leeds University. In 2008, he was knighted for his services and contributions to higher education.

[image: ]H.E. Mr. Pham Quang Vinh, Assistant Minister, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Hanoi, Socialist Republic of Vietnam 

H.E. Mr. Pham Quang Vinh has worked in the Vietnamese Foreign Service and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs for 30 years. He is an expert on diplomatic relations and brings a unique perspective to the Asia Economic Forum. H.E. Mr. Pham’s career began in the Department of International Organizations at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs when he took on the role of Expert. Eventually, he moved to New York as an Expert in the Permanent Mission of Vietnam to the United States. After serving a post there, H.E. Mr. Pham served in the MFA as Assistant Director General and Deputy Director General. Subsequent postings in New York and the MFA again led H.E. Mr. Pham to other diplomatic posts in Asia before becoming the Director General of the MFA. In 2007 he was appointed Vietnam’s ASEAN SOM Leader and later took on the position as the Assistant Minister for Foreign Affairs. Today he remains in both positions. H.E. Mr. Pham did his post-graduate work at Canberra College of Advanced Education in Australia. 

[image: Surin Pitsuwan]H.E. Dr. Surin Pitsuwan, Secretary-General of ASEAN, Jakarta, Republic of Indonesia

H.E. Dr. Surin Pitsuwan has had a significant and influential academic as well as political career. He began his career teaching political science at Thammasat University on and off for a period of eight years. During this time, he also served as Deputy Dean for Academic Affairs, and an Instructor of Southeast Asian Affairs at the American University in Washington, D.C. H.E. Dr. Pitsuwan moved on to work as Secretary to the Speaker of the House, Deputy Minister of Interior, and Deputy Minister for Foreign Affairs. He also helped bring peace and security to East Timor as the ASEAN Chair in 1999. In 2008 he became the Secretary-General of ASEAN. H.E. Dr. Pitsuwan received his M.A. from Harvard University in 1974 and went on to study Arabic and conduct research at the American University in Cairo, Egypt. Following this, he returned to Harvard University where he earned his Ph.D. in 1982.


[image: Pradit]Rev. Dr. Pradit Takerngrangsarit, President, Payap University, Chiang Mai, Kingdom of Thailand

Reverend Dr. Pradit Takerngrangsarit has spent over 30 years at Payap University in Chiang Mai, Thailand and was a member of the university’s first graduating class before becoming its President today. Dr. Pradit is an Old Testament scholar and spent many of his years at the university teaching in the McGilvary Faculty of Theology at Payap before taking over the position of Head of the Department of Philosophy and Religion. He also became the first Thai Chaplain at Payap. Dr. Pradit was promoted to Vice President for Student Affairs at Payap University prior to taking over as President. He received a M.Div. from Payap University, a S.T.M. from the Christian Theological Seminary, and a Th.D. from the Melbourne College of Divinity at Melbourne University.

[image: PREMJITH]H.E. Mr. Sadasivan Premjith, Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of the Republic of Singapore, Phnom Penh, Kingdom of Cambodia

H.E. Mr. Sadasivan Premjith has served in the Singapore Foreign Service for over 16 years and has a substantial amount of experience to share. One of his first postings in the Foreign Service was in Jakarta, Indonesia, where he served as the First Secretary (Political). He previously served as the Director of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs South Asia and Sub-Saharan Directorate. He has been an active participant in Cambodian schooling and continues to work for university students looking to pursue higher degrees. Presently, H.E. Mr. Premjith serves as Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of The Republic of Singapore in Phnom Penh, Cambodia. 

[image: rodley_carol_cambodia_150_1]H.E. Ms. Carol A. Rodley, Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of the United States of America, Phnom Penh, Kingdom of Cambodia

H.E. Ms. Carol A. Rodley is a Career Officer in the Senior Foreign Service and has much experience to share. She has worked around the world in Germany, South Africa,  Afghanistan, and Cambodia. Ms. Rodley first served in Cambodia as the Deputy Chief of Mission at the American Embassy. Following this post, she served as Deputy Executive Secretary in the Executive Secretariat. Eventually, she moved on to become the Acting Assistant Secretary and Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary in the Bureau of Intelligence and Research. Shortly after this posting, Ms. Rodley came to her current post as the Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of the United States of America in Phnom Penh. She was educated at Smith College and has received many awards including the State Department’s Human Rights and Democracy Award and the Director of Central Intelligence Exceptional Humint Collector Award. 

[image: Sayakane Sisouvong]H.E. Sayakane Sisouvong, Deputy Secretary-General of ASEAN, ASEAN Secretariat, Jakarta, Republic of Indonesia

H.E. Mr. Sayakane Sisouvong possesses extensive educational and political experience. His first position in politics was at the Laos Embassy to the United States in Washington D.C. as Second Secretary. He then relocated to New York to represent the Mission of the Lao People’s Democratic Republic to the United Nations. H.E. Mr. Sisouvong received a promotion and moved on to become the Director of the North American Division of the Europe and America Department in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs before moving to the ASEAN Division. He later took on the position of Director of the ASEAN Division in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs before being promoted to Deputy Director-General and eventually Director-General. He eventually moved to his current position as Deputy Secretary-General of ASEAN. H.E. Mr. Sisouvong holds two Master’s Degrees, one in Linguistics from Universidad Central de Las Villas in Cuba and the other in International Relations from Australian National University in Canberra, Australia. 

[image: Severino]H.E. Rodolfo C. Severino, Head, ASEAN Studies Centre of the Institute of Southeast Asian Studies; Former Secretary-General of ASEAN, Republic of Singapore

H.E. Mr. Rodolfo Severino has had a long history of diplomatic and political work while authoring four books. His first work experience came when he was employed as the Third, Second, and eventually the First Secretary at the Philippine Embassy in Washington D.C., United States. He then worked in the Philippine Embassy in Beijing as the Chargé d’Affaires before moving back to the United States as the Philippine Consul General in Houston, Texas. His diplomatic work continued for years as he eventually became the Undersecretary of Foreign Affairs. His experience helped him earn the position of ASEAN Senior Official for the Philippines and the Secretary General of ASEAN. Recently, H.E. Mr. Severino has been able to share his knowledge and experience with others as the Head of the Institute of Southeast Asian Studies in Singapore. He was educated at Ateneo de Manila University and held a post-graduate degree in International Studies from the Johns Hopkins School of Advanced International Studies.

[image: ]Dr. Sok Hach, President, Golden Rice, Phnom Penh, Kingdom of Cambodia

Dr. Sok Hach had a long career as a business consultant and economist before taking on his current role as President. He has been an Economic Advisor to the Ministry of Economy and Finance, assisting in Cambodia’s establishment of a market economy. He provided consultation to major multi-national companies in France, where he also spent time as an Economic Researcher at Nanterre University. Dr. Sok also spent six years as the chief economist with a leading US economic and financial consulting firm. He is currently the President of Golden Rice. Dr. Sok holds a degree in economics from Ecole Nationale de la Statistique et de l’Administration Economique, France. 

[image: images]H.E. Dr. Sok Siphana, Member of Advisory Board, Asia Economic Forum; Chair of Cambodia Development Resource Institute (CDRI) Board of Directors; Advisor to the Royal Government of Cambodia, Phnom Penh, Kingdom of Cambodia

H.E. Dr. Sok Siphana has been a successful advisor and government official and is recognized as having been an integral part of Cambodia’s economic recovery. Prior to his current position, H.E. Dr. Sok worked as a legal adviser at the United Nations Development Program. After this post, he moved on to become the Secretary of State in the Ministry of Commerce in Cambodia where he helped lead the country’s accession to the World Trade Organization (WTO). Following Cambodia’s joining of the WTO, H.E. Dr. Sok went on to work as the Director of Technical Cooperation at the International Trade Centre. Today, H.E. Dr. Sok is a member of the AEF Advisory Board and Chairs the Cambodia Development Resource Institute. He also serves as an Advisor to the Royal Government of Cambodia. He holds a Juris Doctor degree from the Widener University School of Law and a Ph.D. in law from the Bond University School of Law. 

[image: DrTheinSwe] Dr. Thein Swe, Professor of Economics, International Finance and Globalization, Payap University; Former Principal Portfolio Management Specialist, Asia Development Bank, Chiang Mai, Kingdom of Thailand

Dr. Thein Swe has had a substantial and influential political career. He was the Advisor and Alternate Executive Director of the World Bank from 1977 to 1979. He then served as the Director of the Foreign Economic Relations Department. Following this post, Dr. Swe soon moved to the Asian Development Bank (ADB) and was involved in many development projects. He later served as the Deputy Resident Representative of the ADB Resident Office in Vietnam. After this, Dr. Swe went into academia at Payap University where he has been teaching economics, finance and globalization since. His research interests include regional economic development and integration. Dr. Swe earned a Master in Economics and a Doctorate of Economic Science from Central School of Planning and Statistics in Warsaw, Poland. 

[image: Simon-Tay_big]Associate Professor Simon Tay, Chairman, Singapore Institute of International Affairs, Republic of Singapore

In his lifetime, Mr. Simon Tay has been an entrepreneur, an educator, a politician, an author, a researcher, and a journalist. Today, he is the Chairman of the Singapore Institute of International Affairs and an Associate Professor, teaching international law and public policy at the National University of Singapore. Mr. Tay began his career at the Singapore Volunteers Overseas before becoming a Nominated Member of Parliament. Mr. Tay eventually earned the position of Chair at the National Environment Agency of Singapore. Along the way, Mr. Tay has also been a Visiting Professor at Yale, Harvard Law School, and the Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy. He has been an Advisor to various multinational corporations on regional business investments and on sustainability and environmental issues. Mr. Tay also contributes a biweekly column in TODAY newspaper in Singapore. He received an LL.M. from Harvard University as well as an LL.B. from the National University of Singapore.  




Additional Profile Forthcoming

Dr. Nguyen Van Lich, Dean of Faculty of International Economics, Diplomatic Academy of Vietnam, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Hanoi, Socialist Republic of Vietnam





Young Leaders

[image: ]Mr. Chheng Kimlong (Cambodia), Economic/Commercial Specialist, joined the United States Embassy in 2008. Mr. Chheng monitors, analyzes, and reports on developments in key sectors of the Cambodian economy, including the garment, tourism, agriculture, finance, construction, and petroleum sectors. He also analyzes poverty alleviation, investment, and corruption and their implications on economic growth. He was a Research Consultant at the Cambodia Development Resource Institute (CDRI) in 2008 and, prior to this, worked at Japan International Cooperation Agency, where he worked on private sector and economic development, tax and customs, public financial management reform, trade facilitation, export promotion, trade promotion, and trade-related investment. Mr. Chheng earned a Master’s degree in Economics from Kobe University in Japan, an MBA from Preston University, a BBA in Management from National University of Management, and a Bachelor of Education from the Institute of Foreign Languages. He has also taught Economics and Business at the University of Cambodia since 2007.

[image: MihokoMat]Ms. Mihoko Matsubara (Japan) is a Resident SPF Fellow at the Pacific Forum CSIS. She also served as a Foreign Liaison Officer at the Japanese Ministry of Defense, and worked with the U.S. government and military. She established a regional security conference between the two countries, for which she earned accolades from the U.S. Forces, Japan, Washington, and a commendation from the Ministry. She received a MA in International Relations and Economics from the Paul H. Nitze School of Advanced International Studies (SAIS), Johns Hopkins University. Her work on the alliance and Chinese cyber warfare has appeared twice in journals. Her third article, on Japanese and Korean political issues, will be published this summer by the Stanford Journal of East Asian Affairs.


[image: p-fuadi]Mr. Fuadi Pitsuwan (Thailand) is an Associate at The Cohen Group, a strategic advisory firm headed by former Secretary of Defense William S. Cohen, which assists US companies in domestic and international markets. Mr. Pitsuwan focuses on Asia, the ASEAN region. He is an adjunct research scholar at the Georgetown University’s Asian Studies Department. Mr. Pitsuwan was involved with disaster relief efforts after Cyclone Nargis hit Burma and after a tsunami devastated large parts of Southeast Asia. Mr. Pitsuwan received a BSc in Foreign Service from Georgetown University (Phi Beta Kappa).

[image: Pre-leaving2]Mr. Timothy Stafford (United Kingdom) pursued a US politics and history concentration while at the University of Oxford, and wrote his thesis on the second Bush administration's foreign policy. He also led many debates on international affairs as a member of the Oxford Union Society’s governing body. Mr. Stafford spent four months at the American Enterprise Institute in Washington, working on Iraq and Afghanistan policy in the office of Frederick Kagan. He subsequently became an Associate Fellow with the Henry Jackson Society. For the last two years, he has worked for the former British Foreign Secretary Sir Malcolm Rifkind, focusing on a range of international and defense issues. His primary interests are US foreign and security policy.  
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