The 7th Asia Economic Forum 

"The Asian Century in the Making: 
Achievements, Challenges, and Future Trends"  
During the first decade of the 21st century, interesting new development patterns have emerged throughout Asia.  Much of the region demonstrated remarkable resilience against the global economic and financial crises, while major superpowers - including the United States and much of Europe – continue to claw out of debt.  Smaller Asian economies are bouncing back to positive territories with signs of rapid recovery and progress.  Furthermore, strategic alliances have been built across the region with powerful Asian economies collaborating to strengthen geographic leverages.  It is clear that Asia is influencing the pace and direction of the world.  
This is the new Asian Century.
China, for example, has taken the lead to become the largest trading partner of many Asian countries, including Japan, Republic of Korea (ROK) and India.  ROK has become a member of the elite G-20, while Singapore demonstrates the capacity to yield double-digit growth, as measured by GDP, against the backdrop of a stubborn global recession.  India, with China as its second largest trading partner, has an immense pool of highly-skilled service providers, boasting first place as the world’s largest functioning liberal democracy.
Indeed, the world continues to face serious challenges.  The recent economic and financial crises have contributed to these challenges, stifling growth in many parts of the developed and developing world.  Climate change is a major concern which threatens our livelihood; thus, achieving a climate accord has become urgent in order to protect the world.  Land and maritime security threats have the potential to destabilize the region’s peace and stability, and may destroy decades of economic progress and development.

The international community responded to the global economic and financial crises with sharp fiscal and monetary policies.   However, the global economic recovery period has been uneven and shaky in many parts of the world, while a climate accord remains elusive.   Moreover, rising tensions in Asia, such as the Korean peninsula, continue to threaten regional security all together.  

The unevenness of the economic recovery (together with the threat of a second recession should the policies of some countries fail to maintain their promise) reveals the fragility of an interlinked global system; and call for coordinated and cooperative efforts aimed at restoring equilibrium, peace, and security.   Asia, as a region, has recovered rapidly and has been called upon to take on more leadership roles in global affairs today.  But with so many national and international interests at stake, can we maintain global cooperative efforts to sustain economic development, while reaching an agreement to protect our environment?  Is Asia ready to step up to the challenge of becoming a world leader? 

The 7th AEF, "The Asian Century in the Making: Achievements, Challenges, and Future Trends," is a track-two diplomacy conference. It aims to achieve the following:
1. Examine how Asia is responding to the economic, political, social, and environmental challenges facing the region and the world.

2. Analyze Asia’s achievements and challenges, particularly during the first decade of the 'Asian Century,' and discuss implications for the future.  

3. Determine how world events affect Asia’s development and its search for a synergistic leadership in regional and global affairs.

4. Identify ways to further develop Asia’s evolving regional architecture by involving participants in dialogue regarding issues facing Asia in the 21st century. 

To this end, the 7th AEF explores seven major areas in depth:

Plenary Session I: The Quest for Asia’s Regional Architecture 

Plenary Session II: Regional Peace and Security

Plenary Session III: Food and Energy Security
Plenary Session IV: Next Generation’s Views of the Future of Asia

Plenary Session V: Sustaining Asia’s Economic Recovery
Plenary Session VI:  Education, Gender Equality and Economic Development
Plenary Session VII:  Environment, Climate Change and Natural Disasters 

Plenary Session VIII: Asia's Search for Leadership Synergy
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*******************************************************
FRIDAY, 29 JULY 2011

All day 
Arrival of participants

 

19:30

Dinner Reception in Honor of Invited Participants and Speakers 

Hosted by H.E. Dr. Haruhisa Handa, Advisor to the Prime Minister of the Kingdom of Cambodia; Advisor to the Royal Government of Cambodia; Founder and Chairman, Asia Economic Forum; Chancellor, The University of Cambodia; President and Founder, International Foundation for Arts and Culture 


Venue: Raffles Hotel Le Royal
SATURDAY, 30 JULY 2011
 

07:30-08:30
Registration
 

08:30
Arrival of H.E. Keat Chhon, Deputy Prime Minister of Economy and Finance, High Representative of Samdech Akka Moha Sena Padei Techo Hun Sen, Prime Minister of the Kingdom of Cambodia
09:00-10:00
Opening Session 

National Anthem

 

Welcome Remarks by H.E. Dr. Kao Kim Hourn, Advisor to the Prime Minister of the Kingdom of Cambodia; Member, Supreme National Economic Council; Secretary of State, Ministry of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation; Vice-Chairman of AEF; President, The University of Cambodia

Opening Remarks by H.E. Dr. Haruhisa Handa, Advisor to the Prime Minister of the Kingdom of Cambodia; Advisor to the Royal Government of Cambodia; Founder and Chairman, Asia Economic Forum; Chancellor, The University of Cambodia; President and Founder, International Foundation for Arts and Culture
 

Keynote Address: “The Asian Century in the Making: The Role of ASEAN” by H.E. Keat Chhon, Deputy Prime Minister of Economy and Finance, High Representative of Samdech Akka Moha Sena Padei Techo Hun Sen, Prime Minister of the Kingdom of Cambodia
10:00-10:15 Coffee Break

10:15-12:00 Plenary Session I: The Quest for Asia’s Regional Architecture
	A new regional architecture is being built in Asia. Many Asian countries are working together to create a unified region based on regional peace, security and economic prosperity.   It is clear that the global crisis has rebalanced the region and the world.  Some countries have been pushed to the brink of total meltdown, while others are repositioning to become global powerhouses.  Even more, ASEAN has extended a welcome invitation to Russia and the United States to the East Asia Summit.  What have we observed throughout the globe and the region with regards to global recovery?  Where do Asian countries stand in the rebalancing of global affairs?  What are the issues, implications, and road ahead for involving Russia and the United States in the evolving regional architecture in East Asia?


Chair:  
H.E. Dr. Haruhisa Handa, Advisor to the Prime Minister of the Kingdom of Cambodia; Advisor to the Royal Government of Cambodia; Founder and Chairman, Asia Economic Forum; Chancellor, The University of Cambodia; President and Founder, International Foundation for Arts and Culture
Speakers:
H.E. Sayakane Sisouvong, Deputy Secretary-General of ASEAN, ASEAN Secretariat, Jakarta, Republic of Indonesia

H.E. Mr. Hisham Badr, Ambassador, Permanent Representative, Permanent Mission of the Arab Republic of Egypt to the United Nations Office and specialized institutions in Geneva

H.E. Ambassador Joergen Moeller, Senior Visiting Fellow at the Institute of Southeast Asian Studies (ISEAS); Former Danish Ambassador to the Republic of Singapore; Adjunct Professor, Copenhagen Business School

H.E. Dr. Kao Kim Hourn, Advisor to the Prime Minister of the Kingdom of Cambodia; Member, Supreme National Economic Council; Secretary of State, Ministry of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation; Vice-Chairman of AEF; President, The University of Cambodia, Phnom Penh, Kingdom of Cambodia
Questions & Answers

12:00-13:30
Lunch

13:30-15:00
Plenary Session II: Regional Peace and Security

	Regional political uncertainty has altered ties among Asian countries and threatens to destabilize regional security, if not managed carefully.  Rising tension along the Korean peninsula, border disputes, and the ongoing debates on the issue of maritime security have raised the temperature in the region. What has been unfolding regionally that is altering Asia’s ties? What is at the heart of the disputes?  What implications do altered ties have for the region and the world?  What recommendations are required to achieve peaceful solutions and maintain peace and security in the region in order to sustain Asia’s economic recovery?


Chair:  
H.E. Dr. Kao Kim Hourn, Advisor to the Prime Minister of the Kingdom of Cambodia; Member, Supreme National Economic Council; Secretary of State, Ministry of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation; Vice-Chairman of AEF; President, The University of Cambodia, Phnom Penh, Kingdom of Cambodia
Speakers:
H.E. Pham Quang Vinh, Assistant Minister, Ministry of Foreign 

Affairs, Hanoi, Socialist Republic of Vietnam 

Professor Ralph Cossa, President, Pacific Forum Center for Strategic 

and International Studies, Honolulu, Hawaii, USA
Dr. Paul Chambers, Director of Research, South East Asian Institute of Global Studies, Payap University, Chiang Mai, Kingdom of Thailand
Questions & Answers

15:00-15:15
Coffee Break
15:15-17:00
Plenary Session III: Food and Energy Security
	In the coming years, world population growth will put extensive demand on food and energy needs.  How should Asia’s developed and emerging-market economies collaborate to secure regional food and energy needs?  How should the public and private sectors cooperate to meet food and energy demands of a growing global population?  What are the different areas for collaboration, obstacles to overcome, and strategic policy proposals that exist to help meet food and energy demand?  What are the challenges and possible solutions to help secure food and energy needs for the countries in the region and the wider world?  What issues should we explore in order to expedite the production of rice reserves?


Chair: 
H.E. Carol A. Rodley, Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of the United States of America, Phnom Penh, Kingdom of Cambodia
Speakers:
H.E. Bounkeut Sangsomsak, Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs, Vientiane, Lao People’s Democratic Republic

Dr. Mely Caballero-Anthony, Director of External Relations, ASEAN Secretariat, Jakarta, Republic of Indonesia


Dr. Sok Hach, President, Economic Institute of Cambodia, Phnom Penh, Kingdom of Cambodia
Questions & Answers
SUNDAY, 31 JULY 2011

08:00-09:00
Plenary Session IV: Next Generation’s Views: The Voice of the Future of Asia

	This special session features WSD-Handa Fellows emerging young global leaders’ perspectives on the future of Asia.  What accomplishments has Asia achieved?  What issues need to be addressed in the wake of the Asian century?  What are Asia’s future trends?    


Chair:  
Associate Professor Katherine Marshall, Visiting Associate Professor, Georgetown University School of Foreign Service; Distinguished Visiting Professor, University of Cambodia; Former Counselor, The World Bank, Washington DC, USA
Speakers:
Mr. Fuadi Pitsuwan, Associate, The Cohen Group; Adjunct Research Scholar, Georgetown University’s Asian Studies Department
Ms. Mihoko Matsubara, Resident SPF Fellow, Pacific Forum CSIS
Mr. Timothy Stafford, Aide to Former British Foreign Secretary Sir Malcolm Rifkind
Mr. Kimlong Chheng, Economic/Commercial Specialist, Embassy of the United States, Phnom Penh, Kingdom of Cambodia
Questions & Answers
09:00-09:15
Coffee Break
09:15-10:45
Plenary Session V: Sustaining Asia’s Economic Recovery
	Uneven regional recovery from the global economic and financial crises shows that Asia is still vulnerable to global risks. Currency devaluation and inflationary pressures have led to speculation of unfair trade practices between the East and West, particularly in the midst of economic recovery.   What are the implications of currency devaluation on capital flow and investment in the region?  What strategy can Asia implement in order to mitigate trade disputes? What opportunities and challenges do policymakers and investors face in delivering and sustaining Asia’s short-, medium-, and long-term economic recovery?  How can countries promote domestic consumption in order to re-balance the global economic system?


Chair/Speaker: 
Dr. Thein Swe, Professor of Economics, International Finance and 


Globalization, Payap University; Former Principal Portfolio 



Management Specialist, Asia Development Bank, Chiang Mai, 



Kingdom of Thailand

Speakers:
H.E. Dr. Hang Chuon Naron, Secretary of State, Ministry of Economy and Finance; Vice-Chairman, Supreme National Economic Council, Phnom Penh, Kingdom of Cambodia
Mr. Faisal Ahmed, Resident Representative, International Monetary Fund, Phnom Penh, Kingdom of Cambodia
Dr. Juro Nakagawa, Special Advisor to Japan Promotion Center for Advanced Technology (JPAT); President of Japan Business Intelligence Society; Former Professor of Tokyo Keizai University, Ibaraki, Japan

Dr. Gordian Gaeta, Consultant Partner and Member of the Investment Committee, Leopard Capital, Phnom Penh, Kingdom of Cambodia
Questions & Answers
10:45-11:00
Coffee Break

11:00-12:30
Plenary Session VI:  Education, Gender Equality and Economic Development
	The global crisis has placed tremendous pressure on governments to address poverty and inequality concerns in order to achieve their Millennium Development Goals (MDGs).  Poverty is a persistent problem in Asia.  Over 4 billion people live in rural areas with limited economic opportunities and growth.  How has the global crisis impacted certain nation’s MDGs ambitions? What achievements have been made and which challenges still need to be overcome?  What lessons have been learned?  How can we encourage public, private, and civil society partnerships to achieve the MDGs by 2015?


Chair: 
Associate Professor Katherine Marshall, Visiting Associate Professor, Georgetown University School of Foreign Service; Distinguished Visiting Professor, University of Cambodia; Former Counselor, The World Bank, Washington DC, USA
Speakers:
Lok Chumteav Dr. Ing Kanthaphavy, Minister of Women’s Affairs, Royal Government of Cambodia, Phnom Penh, Kingdom of Cambodia
Professor Sir Timothy O'Shea, Principal and Vice-Chancellor of the University of Edinburgh, Edinburgh, Scotland
Mr. Putu M. Kamayana, Country Director, Cambodia Resident Mission, Asian Development Bank, Phnom Penh, Kingdom of Cambodia

Rev. Dr. Pradit Takerngrangsarit, President, Payap University, Chiang Mai, Kingdom of Thailand
Dr. Greg Emery, Director, Global Leadership Center, Ohio University, Athens, Ohio, USA 

Questions & Answers

12:30-14:00
Lunch
14:00-15:30 
Plenary Session VII:  Environment, Climate Change and Natural Disasters 

	Asia has become an important engine for providing major development opportunities for the world. Asia’s rapid economic recovery and future growth may come at a heavy cost to the environment.  With limited natural resources, how will Asia balance its needs to help sustain economic development, protect the environment, tackle climate change, and manage natural disasters?  What recommendations are there to achieve a global accord on climate change? How can Asia better prepare to manage the natural disasters, from earthquakes to tsunamis, from floods to droughts?


Chair: 
H.E. Dr. Mok Mareth, Senior Minister and Minister of Environment, Royal Government of Cambodia, Phnom Penh, Kingdom of Cambodia
Speakers:
Associate Professor Simon Tay, Chairman, Singapore Institute of International Affairs, Republic of Singapore
Mr. Etienne Clement, Deputy Director, UNESCO Asia-Pacific Regional Bureau for Education, Bangkok, Kingdom of Thailand

Questions & Answers

15:30-15:45
Coffee break
15:45-17:00
Plenary Session VIII: Asia's Search for Leadership Synergy
	Asia is home to the world’s largest population.  It houses several of the world’s largest economies, including China, Japan, India, and ASEAN.  There have been rising global expectations for Asia to take more of the global leadership role, especially with regard to global economic recovery.  With Asia recovering faster than other regions in the world, how will it act in balancing its increasing economic and political influences across the region and the world?  What role and responsibility does Asia have in fostering international cooperation, peace, and security?  Is Asia ready to take on a stronger leadership role in global affairs?  What are Asia’s opportunities and risks in taking on more global responsibility?


Chair: 
H.E. Dr. Sok Siphana, Chair of Cambodia Development Resource Institute (CDRI) Board of Directors; Advisor to the Royal Government of Cambodia, Phnom Penh, Kingdom of Cambodia
Speakers:
H.E. Dr. Surin Pitsuwan, Secretary-General of ASEAN, Jakarta, Republic of Indonesia

H.E. Rodolfo C. Severino, Head, ASEAN Studies Centre of the Institute of Southeast Asian Studies; Former Secretary-General of ASEAN, Republic of Singapore
Tan Sri Dr. Mohamed Munir bin Abdul Majid, Chairman of Malaysia Airlines and Head of Southeast Asia Program at the Centre for International Affairs, Diplomacy and Grand Strategy (IDEAS), London School of Economics and Political Science, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia
H.E. Mr. Sadasivan Premjith, Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of the Republic of Singapore, Phnom Penh, Kingdom of Cambodia
Dr. Nguyen Van Lich, Dean of Faculty of International Economics, Diplomatic Academy of Vietnam, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Hanoi, Socialist Republic of Vietnam
Questions and Answers
17:00

Closing Session
Summary and Closing Remarks of the 7th AEF by H.E. Dr. Kao Kim Hourn, Advisor to the Prime Minister of the Kingdom of Cambodia; Member, Supreme National Economic Council; Secretary of State, Ministry of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation; Vice-Chairman of AEF; President, The University of Cambodia

 

MONDAY, 1 AUGUST 2011

- Departure of international participants
1

